
By DONNA CASSATA
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Senate on
Tuesday unanimously approved the
nominat ion
of Leon
Panetta to be
the next Pen-
tagon chief,
handing him
a crowded
agenda of
ove r s e e i n g
the draw-
down of U.S.
troops in Iraq
a n d
Afghanistan,
t a m p i n g
down con-
gressional un-
rest over the Libyan conflict and
cutting the budget.

Panetta will replace Defense Secre-
tary Robert Gates, who is retiring June
30 after 4 ½ years on the job through
the administrations of Republican
George W. Bush and Democrat Barack
Obama.

Panetta, the CIA director during the
successful operation to kill terrorist
leader Osama bin Laden, received
strong bipartisan praise as well as a
100-0 vote.

“Just a home-run choice. The presi-
dent made a very wise decision,” said
Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C.

In a statement, Panetta thanked the
Senate for its strong vote of confi-
dence and promised to ensure that the
U.S. maintains the strongest military
in the world.

Panetta, 72, a former congressman,
chairman of the House Budget Com-
mittee, one-time director of the Office
of Management and Budget and Bill
Clinton’s White House chief of staff,
faces several high-stakes assignments,
starting with Obama’s initial with-
drawal of U.S. forces from
Afghanistan this summer.

American troops also are slated to
leave Iraq by year’s end. And Gates
has indicated that he’s likely to certify
that gays can serve openly in the mil-
itary, implementing the new policy.

Obama has called for some $400 bil-
lion in cuts over the next 12 years
amid intense budget pressures, a cer-
tain test of Panetta’s skills.

“He is the most qualified individual
to tackle the huge budgetary issues,”
said Sen. Jack Reed, D-R.I.

Senate Armed Services Committee
Chairman Carl Levin, D-Mich., said
the defense budget should not be ex-
empt from cuts. 

The Pentagon chief, Levin said, will
need to look at every military program
and expense and “make the tough
choices and trade-offs between our
warfighters’ requirements today and
preparations for the threats of tomor-
row.”

Said Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid, D-Nev.: “In this time of tight
budgets, he knows how to do more
with less.”

Panetta also faces frustrated law-
makers, upset with Obama’s decision
not to get congressional consent for
the 3-month-old military operation
against Libya. 

Several lawmakers in the House are
pushing to cut off funds for the mis-
sion.
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Patriotic & useful

A flag flies Tuesday from the top of
a Manitowoc 4000 crane at the
Ketchikan Shipyard. The flag flies
about 220 feet above the ground
when the crane fully extends. Swan-
son Steel rented the Tyler Rental
crane and is erecting a fabrication
and assembly building at the ship-
yard. The flag wasn't at half-staff,
said Dawson Construction superin-
tendent Bob Dunbar; it had to be
set a short distance below the red
light atop the boom. The flag “helps
determine wind direction, and we're
just being patriotic,” he said. Swan-
son expects the work to continue
through September. Dawson is the
general contractor on the project. 

Staff photos by Tom Miller

ANCHORAGE (AP) — More than a dozen
Alaska lawmakers will travel to Europe at the
state’s expense this summer.

Two legislators are on their way to Greece,
and 10 will visit Norway near the end of Au-
gust.

Sen. Lesil McGuire and Rep. Bob Lynn are
bound for Athens for the Special Olympics
World Summer Games. Both are Anchorage
Republicans. Three Alaska athletes will com-
pete in the games, which begin Saturday and
run through July 4.

McGuire reported to the state that her
round-trip plane ticket cost $1,910. She will be

on the trip for about two weeks. Lynn has not
reported his airfare. The legislators have two
months to submit hotel and meal costs for
state reimbursement.

McGuire is one of 25 members of the Spe-
cial Olympics Alaska board of directors.

“(Lynn) has been the ambassador, I guess
you’d call it, for Alaska Special Olympics for
a number of years now and he’d asked to be
able to go on it,” House Speaker Mike
Chenault told the Anchorage Daily News.

Lynn also attended the Special Olympics
World Summer Games four years ago in
Shanghai.

“What an honor and privilege to help sup-
port our Special Olympics TeamAlaska during
the 2007 World Summer Olympics in China!”
he wrote on his blog.

Legislative Affairs Director Pam Varni said
three state representatives and seven senators
are confirmed for a state-paid trip to Norway
from Aug. 27 through Sept. 4.

The airfare for each legislator ranges from
$2,000 to $4,000, she said. 

A registration fee will cost $4,280 apiece for
the policy tour and will cover some meals, air-
fare within Norway and most lodging on the
trip.

The tour was planned by the Institute of the
North, an Anchorage-based public policy
group, and will include other participants. The
Institute of the North has called it an opportu-
nity to show Alaska leaders how Norway han-
dles Arctic issues, energy and its sovereign
wealth fund.

“Not only will Alaska leaders have an oppor-
tunity to learn about what Norway’s doing
right, the group will be able to share its expe-
rience with others and bring back to the state
the results of that conversation,” according to
the institute.

The Norway trip was scheduled originally

for April. However, the Legislature went from
its 90-day session into a special session on the
state budget and other issues, and the trip was
rescheduled.

Senators who have confirmed they will at-
tend the Norway tour include President Gary
Stevens, R-Kodiak; Johnny Ellis, D-Anchorage;
Hollis French, D-Anchorage; Joe Thomas, R-
Fairbanks; Lyman Hoffman, D-Bethel; Linda
Menard, R-Wasilla; and Tom Wagoner, R-
Kenai.

House members confirmed for the trip are
Bob Herron, D-Bethel; Bryce Edgmon, D-
Dillingham; and Paul Seaton, R-Homer.

Alaska lawmakers plan state-paid trips to Greece, Norway

By SCOTT BOWLEN
Daily News Staff Writer

A new regional development plan has identified 33 “action initiatives“ that
could help diversify and strengthen the economy of Southeast Alaska.

The proposed items are in the “Southeast Alaska Action Initiatives for Key
Economic Clusters” report published this month by the Juneau Economic De-
velopment Council, which conducted the planning effort under contract as part
of the U.S. Forest Service’s Transition Framework process.

Participants included representatives of Southeast Alaska industries; federal,
state and local governments; nongovernmental organizations; and other entities
such as Sealaska Corp. and Southeast Conference.

Industry participation has been key to the planning process, and is expected
to be the main engine for achieving the action initiatives.

“This has been very much an industry-focused effort,” said JEDC Director
Bryan Holst.

Funded through the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the $235,000 process
has produced an “economic development asset map” that identifies the “human,
financial, institutional and natural assets” of Southeast Alaska, according to
Alaska Region Forester Beth Pendleton of the U.S. Forest Service.

Once the asset map was completed in January, four industry-specific groups

Plan looks at
area economy
IDs Southeast ‘action initiatives’

By BECKY BOHRER
Associated Press

JUNEAU — Alaska’s governor met
with the president of Iceland on Tues-
day to discuss the state’s emergence as
an Arctic player and the role natural
resources play in helping people and
economies.

Gov. Sean Parnell had what his
spokeswoman described as a working
lunch with Iceland’s president, Olafur
Grimsson, in Anchorage. Sharon
Leighow said this isn’t the first time
the two have met though she said it is
the first meeting since Parnell took of-
fice in 2009.

Leighow said the leaders discussed
renewable resources, with Grimsson
telling Parnell about a major hydro-
electric project in his country that
could be a model for the Susitna proj-
ect being pursued in Alaska. She said
he also invited Parnell to visit Iceland
later this year.

Lawmakers approved Parnell’s re-
quest to provide about $66 million to

pursue a massive, multibillion-dollar
dam on the Susitna River, seen as ca-
pable of helping Alaska to meet en-
ergy demands along the more
populous Railbelt. 

The hydro project, among a suite of
options being weighed as the state
seeks to provide many of its residents
with a reliable source of energy, is a
priority of Parnell’s. It remains un-
clear, though — as it does with other
projects being pursued, like a major
natural gas pipeline — just how it
would be financed or whether it
would ever get built. 

Leighow said Parnell and Grimsson
also discussed Alaska’s role in the Arc-
tic.

“Because we are the only Arctic
state, we have a close, personal inter-
est in commerce and trade with our
Arctic neighbors,” she said in an
email. She added that Parnell said the
two discussed sharing technology and
resources that will benefit both re-
gions.

Parnell, Iceland
president meet

By MICHAEL FELBERBAUM
AP Tobacco Writer

RICHMOND, Va. — Rotting teeth and gums. Diseased lungs. A sewn-up
corpse of a smoker. Cigarette smoke coming out of the tracheotomy hole in a
man’s neck.

Cigarette packs in the U.S. will have to carry these macabre images in nine
new warning labels that are part of a campaign by the Food and Drug Admin-
istration to use fear and disgust to discourage Americans from lighting up.

The labels, announced on Tuesday, represent the biggest change in cigarette
packs in the U.S. in 25 years.

At a time when the drop in the nation’s smoking rate has come to a standstill,
the government is hoping the in-your-face labels will go further than the current
surgeon general warnings toward curbing tobacco use, which is responsible for
about 443,000 deaths a year in the U.S.

“These labels are frank, honest and powerful depictions of the health risks
of smoking,” Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius said in a
statement.

The FDA estimates the labels will cut the number of smokers by 213,000 in
2013, with smaller additional reductions through 2031.

Grisly new labels
for cigarette packs

See ‘Warning labels,’ page 2 
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